Sample Wedding Booklet

Guidelines For Rite For Celebrating Marriage Between 

BOTH CATHOLIC
INTRODUCTION

Commentator:
Dear friends, today we are gathered here as parents, relatives and friends of Name and Name to witness and share in their celebration of marriage as they come together to administer the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony. Let us ask our Lord to make perfect the faith, love and peace they share in God so that their lives together will bear witness to the reality of God’s love and faithfulness. On behalf of the bridal couple and their parents, a very warm welcome to this joyous celebration of love.





Let us rise to greet the bride.

THE BRIDAL MARCH

ENTRANCE HYMN:     (Choose one or any praise and worship hymn and type in lyrics)

e.g  1) This is the day  2) Song of Joy  3) Majesty

INTRODUCTION RITES

Celebrant:


In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

All:



Amen

Celebrant:
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God our Father and the  fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

All:



And also with you.

PENITENTIAL RITES

Celebrant:
My dear friends, we have come together to witness the marriage of Name and Name, and to celebrate the mystery of Christ’s love which will become real in their lives as they live their marital union. Before we join in this celebration, let us call to mind our failures and ask the Lord to pardon all our sins and strengthen our faith.

All:
I confess to Almighty God, and to you my brothers and sisters that I have sinned through my own fault, in my thoughts and in my words, and in what I have done, and in what I have failed to do and I ask Blessed Mary ever  Virgin, all the angels and saints and you my sisters and brothers  to pray for me to the Lord our God. Amen

Celebrant:
May the Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins and bring us to everlasting life.

All:



Amen

Celebrant:


Lord have mercy

All:



Lord have mercy

Celebrant:


Christ have mercy

All:



Christ have mercy

Celebrant:


Lord have mercy

All:



Lord have mercy

OPENING PRAYER

Celebrant:


Let us pray:

Father, you have made the bond of marriage a holy mystery, a symbol of Christ’s love for His church. Hear our prayers for Name and Name
With faith in you and in each other, they pledge their love today. May their lives always bear witness to the reality of that love. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit one God forever and ever.

All:



Amen

LITURGY OF THE WORD: ( choose either from the old Testament or from the New Testament)
Commentator:


A reading from……………..

OLD TESTAMENT READINGS

1. Genesis 1: 26-28, 31a

Male & female He created them.

2. Genesis 2: 18-24

And they will be two in one flesh.

3. Genesis 24: 48-51, 58-67

Isaac loved Rebekah, and so he was consoled for the loss of his mother.

4. Tobit 7: 9-10, 11-15

May God join you together and fill you with his blessings.

5. Tobit 8: 5-10

May God bring us to old age together.

6. Song of Songs 2: 8-10, 14, 16a; 8:6-7

For love is as strong as death.

7. Ecclesiasticus 26: 14, 16-21 (Greek 1-4, 13-16)

Like the sun rising is the beauty of a good wife in a well-kept house.

8. Jeremiah 31:31-32a, 33-34a

I will make a new covenant with the House of Israel and Judah.

NEW TESTAMENT READINGS

1. Romans 8:31b-35, 37-39

Who will separate us from the love of Christ?

2. Romans 12:12, 9-18 (longer)  or Romans 12:1-2, 9-13 (shorter)

Offer to God your bodies as a living and holy sacrifice, truly pleasing to him.

3. 1 Corinthians 6:13c-15a, 17-20

Your body is a temple of the Spirit.

4. 1 Corinthians 12:31; 13: 8a

If I am without love, it will do me no good whatever.

5. Ephesians 5: 2a, 21-33 (longer) or  2a, 25-32 (shorter)

This mystery has many implications and I am saying it applies to Christ and the Church.

6. Colossians 3: 12-17

Above all have love, which is the bond of perfection.

7. 1 Peter 3:1-9

You should agree with one another, be sympathetic and love the brothers.

8. 1 John 3: 18-24

Our love is to be something real and active.

9. 1 John 3: 18-24

God is love.

10. Revelation 19:1, 5-9a

Happy are those who are invited to the wedding feast of the Lamb.

This is the word of the Lord

All  :
Thanks be to God

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Choose one of the following or an appropriate hymn)
1. Psalm 33:12 and 18, 20-21,22

(5b) The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord

2. Psalm 34: 2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9

(2a) I will bless the Lord at all times

or (9a) Taste and see the goodness of the Lord

3. Psalm 103:12, 8 and 13, 17-18a

(8a) The Lord is kind and merciful

or (17) The Lord’s kindness is everlasting to those who fear him.

4 Psalm 112: 1-2, 3-4, 5-7a, 7bc-8, 9

(1b) Happy are those who do what the Lord commands

or Alleluia.

5.       Psalm 128: 1-2, 3, 4-5

(1a) Happy are those who fear the Lord

or (4) See how the Lord blesses those who fear him.

6.       Psalm 145: 8—9, 10 and 15, 17-18
(9a) The Lord is compassionate to all his creatures.

7.       Psalm 148: 1-2., 34, 9-10, 11-12ab, 12c-14a

(12c) Let all praise the name of the Lord

Or: Alleluia

ACCLAMATION BEFORE THE GOSPEL

All:
Allelu, Allelujah, Glory to the Lord (3x)


Allelujah, Glory to the Lord.

Choose one of the following verse:

Alleluia Verse and Verse Before the Gospel

1. 1 John 4:8 and 11

God is love;

Let us love one another as he has loved us.

2. 1 John 4:12

If we love one another

God will live in us in perfect love.

3. 1 John 4:16

He who lives in love, lives in God, and God in him.

4. 1 John 4:7b

Everyone who loves is born of God and knows him.

All:
Allelu, Allelujah, Glory to the Lord (3x)


Allelujah, Glory to the Lord.

GOSPEL READING

Celebrant:

The Lord be with you.

All:


And also with you

Celebrant:

A reading form the holy Gospel according to………

All:


Glory to You, O Lord

Choose one of the following:-

1. Matthew 5 :1-12

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven

2. Matthew 5:13-16

You are the light of the world

3. Matthew 7:21, 24-29(longer) or 21, 24-25(shorter)

He built his house on rock

4. Matthew 19: 3-6

So then, what God has united, man must not divide

5. Matthew 22: 35—40

This is the greatest and the first commandment. The second is similar to it.

6. Mark 10: 6-9

They are no longer two, therefore, but one body.

7. John 2:1-11

This was the first of the signs given by Jesus; it was given at Cana in Galilee

8. John 15: 9-14

Love one another as I have loved you.

Celebrant:

Type in the Gospel reading

Celebrant:

This is the Gospel of the Lord

All:


Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

HOMILY

(Please be seated)

RITE OF MARRIAGE

Celebrant:
My dear friends, you have come together in this church so that the Lord may seal and strengthen your love in the presence of the Church’s minister and this community. 

Christ abundantly blesses this love. He has already consecrated you in baptism and now he enriches and strengthens you by a special sacrament so that you may assume the duties of marriage in mutual and lasting fidelity. And so, in the presence of the Church, I ask you to state your intentions.

Celebrant:
Name and Name, you have come here freely and without reservation to give yourselves to each other in marriage?

Groom:


Yes, I have

Bride:



Yes, I have

Celebrant:
Will you love and honour each other as husband and wife for the rest of your lives?

Groom:


Yes, I will

Bride:



Yes, I will

Celebrant:
Will you accept children lovingly from God and bring them up according to the law of Christ and His church?

Bride & Groom:

Yes, we will

Celebrant:
Since it is your intention to enter into marriage, join your right hands, and  declare your consent before God and His church.

Groom:
I, Name, take you Name to be my wife. I promise to be true to you in good times and in bad, in sickness and in health. I will love you and honour you all the days of my life.

Bride:
I, Name, take you Name, to be my husband. I promise to be true to you in good times and in bad, in sickness and in health. I will love you and honour you all the days of my life.

Celebrant:
You have declared your consent before God and His church. May the Lord  in His goodness strengthen your consent and fill you both with His  blessings. What God has joined together, men must not divide.

All:



Amen

BLESSING OF RINGS

Celebrant:
Lord, bless and consecrate Name and Name in their love for each other. May these rings be a symbol of the true faith in each other and always remind them of their love through Christ our Lord.

EXCHANGE OF RINGS

Groom:
Name, take this ring as a sign of my love and fidelity. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Bride:
Name,
take this ring as a sign of my love and fidelity. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

LIFTING OF THE VEIL

Celebrant:
By the solemn exchange of vows, Name and Name have been united in Holy Matrimony. I announce to you that they are now husband and wife.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 

Celebrant:
Let us pray with confidence to our Heavenly Father that He will bless Name and Name in their marriage, and keep them united in constant love. May they pray together in joy and sorrow always giving praise and thanks to God.

Commentator:

After each prayer our response will be: Lord hear our prayer

1. We pray for Name and Name now united in holy matrimony, that they be granted true Christian happiness, we pray to the Lord; (R)

2. We pray that they grow in their love and understanding of each other, we 

     pray to the Lord; (R)

      3.  We pray that the new family they are founding be a living example of 

                                         Christian love to their neighbours, we pray to the Lord; (R)

4.  We pray that they will welcome, cherish and bring up as good Christians 

           the children God may give them, we pray to the Lord; (R)

5.   We pray that all of us gathered here remain united with them through

       friendship and prayer, we pray to the Lord; (R)

Celebrant:
O God, from whom all love derives, help Name and Name in their  responsibility of building up a new Christian family.

                                   

We ask this through Christ, our Lord.

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

Commentator:


Whilst the gifts are brought forward to the altar, let us sing;

OFFERTORY HYMN: 
(Choose one and type in lyrics)

INVITATION TO PRAYER

Celebrant:
Pray brethren that our sacrifice may be acceptable to God, the Almighty Father.

All:
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and glory of his name, for our good and the good of all His Church.

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS

Celebrant:
Lord accept our offering for this newly married couple, Name and Name. By your love and providence, you brought them together. Now bless them all the days of their married lives.

                        
We ask this through Christ, our Lord.

                         
Amen.

All:


Amen

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Celebrant:

The Lord be with you.

All:


And also with you.

Celebrant:

Lift up your hearts

All:


We lift them up to the Lord

Celebrant:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God

All:


It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Celebrant:

Father, all-powerful and ever-living God,




We do well always and everywhere to give you thanks


By this Sacrament, you grace unites man and woman in an unbreakable bond of love and peace. You have designed the chaste love of husband and wife for the increase of both the human family and of your family born in baptism. You are the loving Father of the word of nature; you are the loving Father of the new creation of grace.


In Christian marriage, you bring together the two orders of creation, nature’s gift of children enriches the world and your grace enriches also your Church. Through Christ the choirs of angels and all the saints praise and worship your glory. May our voices blend with their hearts as we join in their unending hymn of praise:


All:


Holy, Holy, Holy Lord,




God of power and might,




Heaven and earth are filled with your Glory,




Hosanna in the Highest




Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Lord,




Hosanna in the highest.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER II

Celebrant:
Lord, you are holy indeed, the fountain of all holiness. Let your Spirit come upon these gifts to make them holy, so that they may become for us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. Before he was given up to death, a death he freely accepted, He took bread and gave you thanks. He broke the bread, gave it to his disciples and said:

“Take this all of you and eat it. This is my body which will be given up for you.”

When supper was ended, he took the cup. Again, he gave you thanks and praise, gave the cup to his disciples and said:

“Take this all of you and drink from it. This is the cup of my blood, the blood of the new and everlasting covenant. It will be shed for you and for all men, so that sins may be forgiven. Do this in memory of me.”

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

Celebrant:

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith.

All:


Christ has died




Christ is risen




Christ will come again

Celebrant:
In memory of his death and resurrection, we offer you, Father this life-giving bread, this saving cup. We thank you for counting us worthy to stand in your presence and to serve you. May all of us who share in the body and blood of Christ be brought together in unity by the Holy Spirit.




Lord, remember your Church throughout the world,

Make us grow in love, together with John Paul our Pope, Soter Fernandez our Bishop and all the clergy your Son has gained for you.

Remember our brothers and sisters who have gone to their rest in the hope of rising again; bring them and all the departed into the light of Your presence. Have mercy on us all; make us worthy to share eternal life with Mary the Virgin Mother of God; with the apostles; and with all the saints who have done your will throughout the ages.

May we praise you in union with them and give you glory through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

DOXOLOGY OF THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Celebrant:

Through Him, with Him, in Him




In the unity of the Holy Spirit




All glory and honour is yours




Almighty Father, forever and ever.

All:


Amen

COMMUNION RITES

Celebrant:
Let us pray with confidence to our Heavenly Father in the words our Saviour gave us.

All:


Our Father in heaven, Holy be your Name,




Your Kingdom come, your Will be done,




on earth as in Heaven,




Give us this day our daily bread,




Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us,




Do not bring us to the test,




But deliver us from evil.




Amen.

NUPTIAL BLESSING

Celebrant:
Let us pray to the Lord for Name and Name who have come to God’s altar that they may remain united in their matrimonial love and life for each other.

Holy Father, you have created mankind in your own image and made man and woman to be joined as husband and wife in union of body and heart and so fulfill their mission in this world.

Lord, grant that as Name and Name begin to live this Sacrament, they may share with each other the gifts of your love and become one in heart and mind as witness of your presence in their matrimonial life.

Lord, may they both praise you when they are happy and turn to you in their sorrows. May they be glad that you help them in their work, and know that you are with them in their need.


Lord, keep them always true to your commandments. Keep them faithful in marriage and let them be living examples of Christian family life. Bless them with children and help them create a home together.


Lord, may they pray to you in community to the Church and be your witness in the world. May they reach old age in the company of friends and come at last to the kingdom of heaven.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

All:


Amen.

SIGN OF PEACE

Celebrant:
Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, I leave you peace, my peace I give you. Look not on our sins but on the faith of your church and grant us the peace and unity of your kingdom forever and ever.

All:


Amen

Celebrant:

The peace of the Lord be with you always

All:


And also with you.

Celebrant:

Let us offer each other the sign of peace.

LAMB OF GOD

All:


Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us




Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us




Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace.

Celebrant:
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God by the will of the Father and the work of the Holy Spirit, your death brought life to the world. By your holy body and blood, free us from every evil, keep us faithful to your teachings and never let us be parted from you.

This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.




Happy are those who are called to his supper.

All:
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be healed.

Celebrant:

May the Body and Blood of Christ bring us everlasting life.

All:


Amen

COMMUNION

Commentator:

Whilst our Catholic brothers and sisters come forward to receive Holy 

                        
 Communion, let us sing;

COMMUNION HYMN:
(Choose one and type in lyrics)
THANKSGIVING HYMN:
(Choose one and type in lyrics)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Celebrant:

Let us pray;


Father, we thank you with joyful hearts for this Eucharist celebration today. We thank you especially for the love you have shown Name and Name and in uniting them in love in the Sacrament of marriage.


You called them in love to this day and they have responded in love. May this same love for you and each other go on forever increasing until they are united with you in perfect love in heaven. 


We ask this through Christ, our Lord.

All:


Amen

CONCLUDING RITES

Celebrant:

The Lord be with you

All:


And also with you

Celebrant:
May God the eternal Father keep you in love with each other, so that the peace of Christ may stay with you and be always in your home.

All:


Amen

Celebrant:
May you always bear witness to love God in this world so that the afflicted and the needy will find in you, generous friends.

All:


Amen

Celebrant:
May your children bring happiness and may your generous love for them be returned to you many times over.

All:
Amen

Celebrant:
And may Almighty God bless you all, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All:


Amen

Celebrant:

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord

All:


Thanks be to God

SIGNING OF THE MARRIAGE REGISTER

Commentator:

Whilst the bride and bridegroom sign the Register, let us sing: (choose a 

                                    song)

Commentator:

On behalf of the bridal couple and their parents, thank you for your 

                                    presence in celebrating this joyous occasion.

